‘Bebmd the Little Rock-Silicon Valley ¢ canneman is an unartbm'ox Iegxskztar who’s forging a new
partnership between California and its business sector—part of an innovative plan to revitalize

the states ecanomy while protecti ng its .cacml pmgrams agai nst ﬁtrtber c‘uﬂ :
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the clot.” The creation serves as an artful reminder of
mortality to the veteran assemblyman, who created the
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After’ & seven-way bypass operation, Vasconcellos
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positim as {:hair of the powerful Ammbiy Ways and
Means Committee or start planning his funeral.
His regular routine—weekly commutes to and from
Sm*amntu long committee hearings, contentious nego-
tions, poC diet. inadequate exercise and a policy of

;wotdd be to cash in on his service as the second-
ost-senior législator in Sacramento,
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California -Assembly's key budget-writing committee,
ncelios would have had no problem finding lucra-
iployment. In.a few months, a year or two at most,

>-pldest-'son of a strait-laced, Portiiguese-German

Cathoi‘ic family could have squirreled away more money

as a lobbyist or an industry consultant than he had made
in his entire career in Sacramento, The time had come for
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house somewhere.,
Vasconcelios thought ituver"l‘nrabmtmsmﬂs, he
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salad bar, determined to regain his health and to continue
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time ago that I don’t really need a lot of money to'be happy.”

Although he belongs to a generation that values materi- -

......

Straight Talker: A.wmb&mn John Vasconcellos fws a rzpummn ﬁr.tyukmg his mind

two later, tlmfurmerstrangerswﬂi litaiyﬂndaharﬂwrtt
ten note from Vasconcellos in their mailbox, thanking

them for recognizing him and offering help whenever

needed. Dozens of such notes go out each week.
Vasconcellos’ ascetic tastes were nurtured by his Jesuit
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Joséand later at Santa Clara University, where he served -
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Despite a comparatively paltry personal financial net
worth of about $50,000, Vasconcellos says, “I learned a long

cellos delivered the valedictory address, in which the
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al accumulation, Vasconcellos owns few possessions, He.
_ has no TV. His dilapidated car, a convertible with a leaky

*-poof, was a local fixture for more than ten years until it fi-

. nally collapsed in a heap. His wardrobe, a notorious

-trademark collection of rags, T-shirts and ill-fitting suits,

_wins him unending derision from his friends, including

his longtime ally, Assembly Speaker Willie Brown Jr.

“A few years ago, when we were in New York, I took
John shopping,” the fastidious Brown recalls. “We picked
m@mmm blue blazer and appropriate

pants; and for.a period of a few months John looked great.

But now,” Hmwnlaughs,"Jnhnhaswtrtmsedbeymﬁ
repair.”
For enteftainment, Vasconcellos prefers movies, that

is, when he is not devouring novels at a pace of two or
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_ mmt public ﬂgums, \faﬁmllos thrives on

uman !n restaurants and grocery stores, he usu-
n jotting down Mmmmﬂaddmnmkor
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running for the state Senate seat he stiil holds, was open,
and without bothering to tell him, Vasconcelios’ friends
launched a campaign. One of them placed a call to Vas
concellos and informed him he was in the race.

At the time, Vasconcellos, who had already served as an
aide to former Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) Brown Sr., was man-.

aging, with 15 other young Catholic men, a fund that had

been established to work on hunger issues, push for en: .
forcement of minimum-wage laws and enact fair housing -

policies. In 1966, Vasconcellos, with eight fellow Catholic
activists in tow, joim& Cesar Chavez on his now. famous
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Good Friday march from Delano to Sacramento. '

Young Vasconcellos won handily that November. Since
ﬁmhehasmwiﬁdﬂlmmmmmies,whha
close contest only once, in 1976, when theén-Santa Clara
Councilman Bill Gissler came wﬂhm four pernmtage

‘points of ousting Vasconcellos.

His performance atthepul]sl# em evﬂnas-

+tonishing, given the controversy often genierated by the
~unorthodox legislator. Take, for instance, the time he
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“political movement. Dubbed “Self-Determination: A
It was at Santa Clara’s law school, however, wherefns—-

:mllns became enmeshed in his first major political .
skumlﬂtwuhurthlymwmdmlknﬂmﬂnhwm._
dean’s competence. The battle almost-cost Vasconcellos

annotinced, in December 1974, that he was forming a new

Personal/Political Network,” the new group's goals in-
cluded fostering “humanistic alternatives” aimed at rec

“ognizing “the energetic, emerging movements regarding
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rl!lkghtlsdrugs encounter, sensitivity, etc.”
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ber of the Assembly” in
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course, they had seen people like him—
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tion. There was, for example, the now-infamous episode
when Vasconcellos persuaded a coed group of legislators,
including Willie Brown, Leona Egeland and Bob Moretti,
to join him for a naked soak in Big Sur’s Esalen Institute

hot tub. The goal was to get the legislators to open up to

each other and realize their commonality. At first
ridiculed, the event helped break an interpersonal log-
jam in the legislature and left Vasconcellos with a pile of
requests from other legislators ready for their own soaks.
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