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all about, how it works and why it
is different from broadcasting or
cable TV.” The legislation, he
zays, 15 just another wet idea of
the “right-wing wave” that is
cresting in  Washington right
now, epitomized by the debate's
opening prayer.

Feingold and his small band of

Decency Act opponents argue
that creating a new prosecutorial
tool aimed primarily at the Inter-
net is unnecessary and would
damage the U.S. computer indus-
try. “Inexpensive software is al-
ready available,” he notes, that
can protect individual Internet
users and their children from
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viewing material they might find
offensive.

The deliberately freewheeling
nature of the Internet, Feingold
said in a fruitless attempt to edu-
cate his fellow senators, makes it
impossible to determine the age
of electronic correspondents
without drastically undermining
the basic design of the Internet’s
open architecture, If the restric-
tions passed by the Senate be-
come law, Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-
Vermont) warned, the open sys-
tems approach that led to the as-
tonishing growth of the Internet
could become a thing of the past,
replaced by a new federal digital
police force that checks all e-mail
at the door.

The government should be
careful “that we do not destroy
what has been one of the most
remarkable technological ad-
vances, certainly in my lifetime—
the Internet,” Leahy offered dur-
ing the debate. “It has grown as
well as it has, as remarkably as it
has, primarily because it has not
had a whole lot of people restrict.
ing it, regulating it, touching it,
and saying do not do that, or do
not do this or the other thing. Can
you imagine,” the out-voted sena-
tor asked, “if it had been set up as
a governmend entity and we all
voted on these [¢content] regula-
tions for i1? We would probably
be able to correspond electroni-
cally with our nextdoor neigh-
bor, if we ran a wire back and
forth, and that would be it,” he
suggested.

The issue is critically important
to Silicon Valley, where the boom-
ing computer networking indus-
try accounts for thousands of the
new jobs created locally in the last
several years. According to Infer-

national Business magazine, for
example, three of the top ten
fastest growing U.S.-based interna-
tional businesses surveved last
year were in the networking mar-
ket, with two of those companies,
Bay Networks and Cisco Systems,
located in Silicon Valley.

At Sun Microsystems, Internet.
related income is expected to ac.
count for about 15 percent of
Sun's expected revenues of $7 bil-
Hon in fiscal 1996, according to
Phil Rueppel, an analyst with
Alex Brown. Sun hardware cur

rently accounts for more than 50
percent of the world’'s Internet
servers, while 80 percent of Inter-
net applications are first devel-
oped on locally designed worksta-
tions. Similarly, at Cisco, the per-
sonnel department continued to
hire new employees at the rate of
two to three a day even during the
worst moments of the recent local
recession.

The Internet's hypergrowth is
fueling sales at other local firms as
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